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This new bimonthly Journal ~111 replace four of the Royal 
Society of Chemistry’s Speclahst Penodlcal Reports ‘The 
Alkaloids’ (volume 13, Just published, will be the last), 
‘Terpenolds and Steroids’ (volume 12), ‘Blosynthesls’ 
(volume 7), and ‘Ahphatc and Related Natural Products’ 
(volume 3) These have always been essential reading for 
those interested in natural products, and have provided 
the most comprehensive coverage avadable of recent 
research m their respective areas Of late, the cost of these 
pubhcatlons has increased to such an extent that it 1s 
unlikely that many mdlvlduals will purchase all of the 
most recent volumes (total cost E91 for R S C members 
andkl60 for non-members) In purely financial terms the 
new Journal thus represents something of a bargain, 
especially for R S C members 

As to the coverage, overall this w111 remam much the 
same, but occasional selective reviews by experts will also 
appear Thus m the first Issue there 1s an excellent special 

account of the rotenolds by Professor Cromble, as well as 
literature surveys (mainly of 1982) covenng the mdole 
alkaloids (J E Saxton), trlterpenolds (R B Boar), caro- 
tenolds and polyterpenolds (G Bntton), and macrocychc 
nucroblal metabohtes (R C F Jones) These surveys 
follow the general pattern used m the S P R s, and later m 
the year we are prormsed reviews of many other classes of 
natural products, mcludmg vanous types of alkaloids, 
steroids, polyketldes, sesqul- and dlterpenolds, and 
pheromones 

One maJor advantage over the S P Rs will be the 
inclusion of an annual sub@ index (as well as an author 
index), and the larger format allows structures and the 
associated descriptive passages to appear more often in 
Juxtaposition Professor Pattenden has assembled an 
impressive edltonal board, and if the standard of this 
excellent first issue is mamtamed, the Journal will make a 
worthy successor to the four S P R s 
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